
Dissolvable Tobacco Products Test Marketed in Kansas 

  

 Altria, parent company of Phillip Morris U.S.A. and U.S. Smokeless Tobacco Company, is 

test marketing Marlboro and Skoal Tobacco Sticks in Kansas. 

 Tobacco sticks:  

o Look like chocolate-covered toothpicks 

o Taste sweet, which may appeal to youth 

o Sold in small, discreet packages 

 New tobacco products could harm the public’s 

health by: 

o Increasing the number of youth who try 

tobacco 

o Increasing the number of people who use  

more than one addictive product 

o Preventing current smokers from quitting 

o Increasing death and disease 

 There is the potential for “dual use” of these smokeless products with cigarettes or other 

smokeless tobacco products. The health impact of such dual use has not been studied. 

 Dissolvable tobacco products may contain up to three times the amount of nicotine 

absorbed by a smoker from one cigarette. A cigarette smoker typically takes in about 1 

milligram of nicotine per cigarette.
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 A similar product, Camel Sticks, was found to have 3.1 

mg of nicotine per stick.
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 The nicotine content of Skoal and Marlboro Tobacco Sticks has not 

been tested. 

 Tobacco sticks may appeal to children and adolescents because they are flavored like candy 

and are easy to conceal (at school, at home and in public places). Additionally, Marlboro is 

the most preferred brand by Kansas high school smokers.
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 The possibility that adults will carry the small packages in their pockets or leave them in 

other unsecured places, means that children may have easy access to them. There is a risk 

that a young child may ingest a lethal amount of nicotine by consuming tobacco sticks.  

o The estimated minimal lethal pediatric dose is 1 mg of nicotine per 2.2 pounds of 

body weight.
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o Ingestion of as little as 1 mg of nicotine by a small child can produce symptoms 

such as nausea and vomiting.
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